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Reflections on "ZEN AIR -Artist In Residence ETHEIJI" in 2023

In 2023, the Fukui Arts Center and
Residence Project Executive Committee
launched an artist-in-residence program
entitled "ZEN AIR -Artist In Residence
EIHEIJI" in Eiheiji Town, Fukui Prefecture, a
Zen village that is home to Eiheiji Temple,
the head temple of the Soto Zen sect of
Buddhism. The program offers artists and
others the opportunity to stay in Eiheiji-
Town for three months to experience Zen
culture, conduct research on Zen and the
region, and engage in production and
research while interacting with local
residents.

In FY2023, 67 applications were received
from Japan and abroad. Two artists were
selected from among them: Yuiga Otsuki,
who works mainly with photography, and
Atsuko Nakamura, who creates sculptures
and installations using natural materials
and other resources, and expresses

herself through Butoh dance.

The two artists stayed in Eiheiji Town from
September to December.

Ms. Otsuki researched and photographed
places closely related to Zen, mainly in the
area of Eiheiji Temple and Eiheiji Town.
She also went to Eiheiji Temple once or

twice a week to create embroidered works

based on patterns and shapes she found
in the temple. Meanwhile, every day Ms.
Nakamura went to Tenryuji Temple, the
Soto Zen sect of Buddhism temple in
Eiheiji Town, to practice zazen, and
she participated in an all-day zazen
meditation. She created drawings and
driftwood pieces using the inspiration she
gained there. She created improvised
three-dimensional works using natural
objects she collected while walking around
Eiheiji Temple.

They also climbed Mount Daibutsuji, a
mountain closely associated with Zen
master Dogen, and visited a local junior
high school to participate in a class.
Ms. Nakamura also conducted a butoh
workshop for junior high school students.
For these students, meeting people
working as professional artists is also a
valuable experience. They realized that
their ordinary daily life has a valuable

charm to it.

From December 7 to 17, exhibits featuring
their works were held at three locations in
Eiheiji Town. The main venue was the
former Eiheiji Health Center. The Echizen
Railway runs next to the building,

making it a very good location. There, we

showcased Nakamura's drawings and
small works, and Otsuki's photographs
and embroidery. During the artist talk, we
expanded the conversation with the
director, Kenji Kubota, about what the two
were thinking while creating their works.
The second venue was the Dohi family
warehouse, where Nakamura's driftwood
work was exhibited. The third venue was
at Eiheiji Temple, the head temple of the
Soto Zen sect of Buddhism, in the
Sanshokaku Painted Ceiling Room. Otsuki's
works taken at Eiheiji Temple and other
places related to Zen master Dogen were

exhibited here.

On February 17, 2024, an "After Talk" was
held in hybrid format to reflect on the
activities and think about the future. It
was a meaningful time for collaborators to
share their concerns with each other. We
feel that ZEN AIR was a great achievement
in that it allowed us to take a fresh look
specifically at "Zen" and everyday life,
which had been taken for as an important
“attraction” by the people residents of

Eiheiji Town.

Many volunteers helped to set up the

base of operations and provide support

for the production. We were also able to
interact with local residents who had not
been involved in art before. In the next
fiscal year, we would like to increase
volunteer activities. We think it would be a
good idea to hold a zazen meeting

together.

It will take several years for Eiheiji to be
recognized as a "town of Zen and art" by
many people. Therefore, it is important to
sustain the program for many years. We
have received many "connections" during
this year's activities. We would like to
continue to enjoy our activities and, talk
and, listen, to each other as we deepen,
and expand "ZEN AIR" as a place to

connect with you all.
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